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Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 161A.4(1), the Division of Soil Conservation hereby
amends Chapter 10, “Iowa Financial Incentive Program for Soil Erosion Control,” Iowa Administrative
Code.

The amendments conform the rules to statutory changes made in 2012 Iowa Acts, Senate File 2311,
effective July 1, 2012. In the current rules, the time period for determining if the land has been plowed or
used for row crops is 1966 to 1981; the amendments change the time period to “the prior 15 years.” This
determination is used in calculating the amount of cost-share funds available for conservation practices.

Notice of Intended Action was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin as ARC 0127C on
May 16, 2012. No comments were received from the public. These amendments are identical to those
published under Notice.

After analysis and review of this rule making, no adverse impact on jobs has been found.
These amendments are intended to implement 2012 Iowa Acts, Senate File 2311, section 18.
These amendments will become effective August 29, 2012.
The following amendments are adopted.
ITEM 1. Amend rule 27—10.20(161A), definition of “Conservation cover,” as follows:
“Conservation cover” means that if a tract of agricultural land has not been plowed or used for

growing row crops at any time within the prior 15 years prior to January 1, 1981, it shall be classified as
agricultural land under conservation cover.

ITEM 2. Amend subrule 10.60(6) as follows:
10.60(6) Conservation cover. Cost share for certain lands is restricted by Iowa Code chapter 161A.

Each tract of agricultural land which has not been plowed or used for growing row crops at any time
within the prior 15 years prior to January 1, 1981, shall be considered classified as agricultural land
under conservation cover. “Agricultural land” has the meaning assigned that term by Iowa Code section
9H.1. If any tract of land so classified is thereafter plowed or used for growing row crops, the district
commissioners shall not approve use of state cost-share funds for establishing permanent or temporary
soil and water conservation practices on that tract of land in an amount greater than one-half the amount
of cost-share funds which would be available for that land if it were not classified as agricultural land
under conservation cover. This restriction shall apply even if an administrative order or court order has
been issued requiring establishment of conservation practice.
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